
SUCCESS WITH THE 
COLLEGE 
APPLICATION 
PROCESS
Created by: 

Nikki Henry
Academic Advisor for Dawson High School Football Team 



Presentation Topics

• Introduction: What are my options 
after high school?

• Part 1: Why is my Grade Point 
Average such a big deal?

• Part 2: Prepare to take ACT 
and/or ACT

• Part 3: Surviving the College 
Application Process

• Part 4: FAFSA 

• Part 5: Steps after Acceptance to 
College/University 
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You have Options: Choose the right fit for you. 

This diagram is not in any order. It just list options 



PART 1: Why is my Grade Point Average such a 
Big Deal? 

▪ Determines class rank 

▪ Determines acceptance to  
colleges and universities 

▪ Determines qualification for 
scholarships. Main requirement 

▪ Determines eligibility to play 
football at the next level

▪ Determines eligibility for federal 
student aid and college financial 
aid. Must achieve Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)
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All Grades are Weighted Different 
Pearland ISD Grade Point Average Chart 

5PISD Course Selection Handbook

Please Pay Close 

Attention to how many 

points are awarded 

depending if you are 

taking a PAP/AP, 

Honors/Dual Credit or 

Regular Level Class.



Key Takeaways: Grade Point Average

▪ Be familiar with how your GPA is calculated based on if the class taken is PAP/AP, 
Honors/Dual Credit or Regular. 

▪ Take of mix of regular, dual credit/honors, and/or PAP/AP classes if your schedule 
permits

▪ If you don’t take a mix of classes, pay attention to all grades that you earn in 
regular classes on a 4.0 scale. For example, if you make an 80 in a regular 
class, that is awarded a 2.0 NOT a 3.0

▪ Semester Grades determine your GPA, not 9 Week grades. 

▪ Weighted vs Unweighted GPA

▪ An unweighted GPA is the average of all your grades on the 4.0 scale above.

▪ A weighted GPA scale, gives more points (greater "weight") to grades in Honors, 
Dual Credit and PAP/AP classes.

▪ GPA determines rank in your class which can determine how colleges determine 
your acceptance. See example on Next Slide  
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Example: 2022-2023 Admission Requirements 
for University of Houston 
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PART 2: Prepare to take ACT or SAT

▪ Most Colleges and Universities are now “Test 
Optional”. However, still prepare to take ACT 
or SAT. **This may not apply to Class of 2024 and 
Beyond.

▪ 9th-10th Grades-Take Practice SAT 
▪ Use College Board Khan Academy to review 

▪ 11th Grade-Take the PSAT/NMSQT.*
▪ You must take the test in 11th grade to qualify for 

scholarships and programs associated with the 

National Merit Scholarship Program.

▪ Create a study plan with materials and days and 

times. The more prepared the better.

▪ Use College Board Khan Academy to review 

▪ If you take SAT Prep Class, Princeton Review is 

included

▪ 12th Grade Year- Determine if you need to take 
SAT/ACT for a better score for college admissions. 
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PART 3: Surviving the College Application 
Process 
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Surviving the College Application Process

▪ Choose College/University based on what you plan to major in

▪ Research College/University Admission Requirements 

▪ Some College/Universities require you to apply to school for admissions and to the 
college for admissions (example-College of Business or College of Engineering require 
additional admissions). 

▪ When you are asked your choices of majors (1st, 2nd or 3rd choice), choose wisely. 
The application ask in the event the 1st major doesn’t accept you for admissions

▪ Apply to at least 7 schools which includes your safe schools. Please do your 
research first for all admission requirements 
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Before you Begin Completing Applications

Major

▪ Have an idea of what you plan to major in

▪ Apply to school based on major

▪ Understand admission requirements for each major

College Essay

▪ Complete College Essay depending on which college submission system 

you will use

▪ Apply Texas Essay or Common Application Essay

▪ Please Edit and Revise essays before submission-Have a 

teacher, adult, or peer review. A FRESH set of eyes is always 

good.

Application Fee

▪ Determine if you qualify for waivers which cover application fee. If you 

receive free and reduced lunch, you qualify for waiver and must see your 

counselor 

▪ Prepare to pay application fee of $25-$100 if you don’t qualify for a waiver

Create Personal Email Account to use for Application Process 

▪ Create a personal email account for all college applications.  

▪ Your school email account will expire upon graduation
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Setup Account with Apply Texas or Common App

Apply Texas Application 

▪ Go to: applytexas.org 

Common Application 

▪ Go to: www.commonapp.org

Note: If you can’t find a College/University in one of the college admissions systems, it may 

require you to apply directly from there website 12

https://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/


Apply Texas vs Common App

▪ Information will transfer to all 
applications within Apply Texas

1. Biographical information

2. Educational background

3. Educational information

4. Test scores

5. Residency information

6. Extracurricular and volunteer activities

7. Employment information

8. School-specific questions

Information will transfer to all 
applications within Common App

1. Profile

2. Family

3. Education

4. Testing

5. Activities

6. Essay

7. Course & Grades
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General College Essay 
Just Be You and Be Unique 

▪ Apply Texas Essay Choices (Word Count 500-700 Words) Stick Closer to 650 Words

1. *Essay A: Tell us your story. What unique opportunities or challenges have you experienced 
throughout your high school career that have shaped who you are today? (Most Commonly Requested)

2. Essay B: Most students have an identity, an interest, or a talent that defines them in an essential way. 
Tell us about yourself. 

3. Essay C: You've got a ticket in your hand - Where will you go? What will you do? What will happen 
when you get there?

▪ Common Application Essay Choices (Max Word Count is 650 Words)

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their 
application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.

2. *The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time 
when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the 
experience? (Can use Essay A from Apply Texas and tweak)

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? 
What was the outcome?

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or thankful in a 
surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new 
understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does 
it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a 
different prompt, or one of your own design.
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Supplemental Essays 

▪ Check with each College/University. 

▪ These essays are in addition to the 
general essay and are usually 250 
words each.

▪ Research the college/university 
and be familiar with mission, 
goals, vision, and expectations 
for students 

▪ Just Be You and Be Unique

▪ Think Outside the Box

15



Tips to Remember when Completing Applications

▪ Options for Admission: Most Colleges and Universities have gone Test Optional 

1. Review decision for admission based on GPA

2. Review decision for admission based on ACT/SAT Scores 

3. Holistic or Individual review- GPA, Test Scores, Essays, and Community Service are 

reviewed 

4. Some Colleges and Universities require acceptance to university and major

▪ Additional Admission Requirements- Some majors such as Business and Engineering 

require additional information to be considered for admission

▪ Have information available to complete application:
1. A copy of your high school transcript

2. Your SAT/ACT test scores

3. Your extracurricular activities

4. Contact information for your guardians and counselor

5. Parent employment information

6. A personal statement

7. Letters of recommendation-May be requested by certain colleges/universities. 
1. Please request in advance 16



What is the Self Reported Academic Record (SRAR)

▪ Some Colleges/Universities require you to 
self report all grades through this system 
AND send a transcript.

▪ Transfers to different schools once you 
complete 

▪ Steps to begin

▪ Create an SRAR account. Steps will be on 
admission page if required 

▪ Have Counselors Name/Contact Information

▪ Print high school transcript 

▪ Enter all information accurately directly 
from transcript

▪ Link SRAR account with College Application 

▪ It will depend if you are required to go 
directly through school portal or SRAR 
account portal 

▪ Ensure that information is completed by 
application deadline
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Now that I have Completed my Application, 
What’s Next?

Check Final Admission Deadlines based on the following:

▪ Rolling Admission: Accept students as they receive applications. 

▪ Regular Decision: This is the typical and final deadline for all students 

wishing to apply to a certain school.

Applicants receive admission decision sooner 

▪ Early Action-Non-binding. If admitted, you are NOT obligated to 

withdraw all other applications, and can still choose which school you wish 

to attend. The deadline and notification dates are earlier than Regular 

Decision.

▪ Early Decision- A binding agreement which requires you to withdraw all 

other college applications and attend. This is your number one school, and 

you are committed to attend if you are admitted.
18



Now that I have Completed my Application, 
What’s Next?

▪ Follow-up (Very Important)

▪ Check email daily about your application 
and where it is in the process

▪ Ensure everything that is needed has been 
submitted and the schools show 
application as complete  

▪ Request and Send Transcript

▪ Each Transcript cost a $1

▪ Request to mail transcript which translates 

to sending electronically to schools

▪ Enter each transcript request separately

▪ Fee Waivers 

▪ If you qualify, you can submit to waive 
application fee 

▪ Check Email

▪ Once Application is submitted, you will 

receive an email from each 

college/university with username and 

password 

▪ Create an Excel or Word file to save all 

usernames and passwords to keep track 

of login information for each school.

▪ Create Account for each 
College/University

▪ Check email and account daily for 
updates

▪ Keep Track of Deadlines for each school

▪ Upload Requested Files

▪ Be timely so you can receive your 

acceptance letter

▪ Ensure that all files are submitted by 
deadlines 19



PART 4: FAFSA 
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Tips for Completing FAFSA

▪ FAFSA Opened on October 1st

▪ The State of Texas is requiring all seniors to complete FAFSA to graduate

▪ Complete ASAP to qualify for grants, scholarships, and loans (if needed).

▪ All Colleges and Universities have a deadline for FAFSA in order to qualify for in house 
scholarships. Check each school's priority deadline.

▪ For example: Last Year University of Houston’s deadline is January 15th

▪ Before you begin, Complete your FSA ID, which you can create 
on https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in/landing

▪ Students and parents will need to create their own FSA ID and keep it private.

▪ The federal government will have to confirm each identity before FSA ID is released.

▪ Once application is complete, student and parent will have to sign for application to be 
marked as complete

▪ Final Deadline is June 30th, 2023. Please do not wait this late, all funds (free money) will be 
possibly gone.

21Free Application for Federal Student Aid



PART 5: I Have Received my Acceptance, Now 
What?

▪ Compare financial aid packages for each school & decide what's best for you financially.

▪ Pay close attention to loan options. Must be paid back after graduation or upon leaving school

1. Subsidized loans-Does not accumulate interest while you are in school 

2. Unsubsidized loans-Interest begins to accumulate when disbursed 

▪ Accept seat for admission by deadline. Email all other schools that you will not attend.

▪ Pay Enrollment Deposit (This solidifies your spot for acceptance) New to some Colleges/Universities. 

▪ Complete housing application and pay fee if you are going to live on campus.

▪ Sign up and complete freshman orientation.

▪ Submit Bacterial Meningitis Immunization documents

▪ Take Texas Success Initiative (TSI) exam OR Submit ACT, SAT, or EOC scores for 

exemption

▪ Send your final transcript 22



Resources

▪ Road Map to College https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

▪ NCAA Eligibility https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

▪ PSAT https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt

▪ SAT   
▪ https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration

▪ https://www.princetonreview.com/

▪ Free SAT Practice 
▪ https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/practice-preparation/official-sat-practice-khan-academy

▪ https://www.khanacademy.org/SAT

▪ Apply Texas https://www.applytexas.org/

▪ Common App https://www.commonapp.org/

▪ Create PIN https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in/landing

▪ FAFSA https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

23

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration
https://www.princetonreview.com/
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/practice-preparation/official-sat-practice-khan-academy
https://www.khanacademy.org/SAT
https://www.applytexas.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in/landing
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Scan for Presentation and Resources 
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